1MosalcC . Written and illustrated by
creative Bill Crooks and Jackie Mouradian

Www.mosaiccreative.co.uk



Where do we start?

introduction

Experience has shown us that the creative Bible studies can be truly
motivational and can provide the energy for church members to want
to be active in their community and make a difference.

But that same experience has also revealed that this is not

straightforward. Often people don’t know how to start — how to
make those important links that can be built on and eventually

become a way of life. So here are just a few ideas for engaging with
the community, starting small and realising that every connection,
however small is a seed that is planted and can grow and flourish.

1.

2

cHARITIES

Join in with what
is already going on

Find out what is already
going in in the community,
particularly things that you
enjoy or feel strongly about.
Find out what matters to
people by attending residents
association meetings and
make sure the church is
represented in any community
campaigns, particularly those
that involve addressing the
needs of the most vulnerable.

Also, look at the church
projects you are already
involved with. Are there
ways these projects could be
improved to be more owned/
led by the community? There
are two other supplementary
resources on the website that
help us to think about these
things, Building on what we
have and Turf and Terms.

. Community conversations

We live in a very individualistic,

materialistic society where
people tend to look out for
number one. Also, with

so much use of texting,
messaging and emailing, we
are talking to each other less
and less. More than ever, it is
important to take the time as
individuals and a church to talk
to people. Make the most of
every opportunity, whether it's
at the checkout or taking the
dog for a walk.

To help with this it would be
good to remind yourselves of
the listening skills found in
Module 3 of ‘Stories on the
Street’. Also two resources
on the website that revolve
around having conversations
are Strangers to Neighbours
and the Power of the Story.
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3. Start small projects

Based on the information you
have gathered using some

of the tools in 'Stories on the
Street’, such as mapping and
the hot air balloon, start a
small project that people have
a passion for and which makes
the most of the resources
you have available. See the
supplementary resources,
Crossing the River (a mime
with a message) and The Big
Idea which is a fun activity
that helps us think about how
to use the resources we have
creatively.
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